
 

 

Breeding Philosophy – what a big word! 

 

When I started to breed Maine Coons many years ago, I (among many 

others) had the noble slogan on my website:  

“We would like to preserve the Maine Coon and try to improve  

this breed a bit.” 

Today, I have to laugh about this sentence. Who am I to think that I 

could preserve or even improve this beautiful breed? 

The truth is, I am a little nobody. I always had and still have far too 

few cats and do not seriously pursue “breeding work”. In order to do 

that, you need to have many cats, many litters, different lines. I am 

not able to accomplish that and know my limitations very well!  

Cats are not made for living in a pack, and it requires immense 

knowledge and intuition to keep a big group of cats, not to mention 

plenty of space and a big enough bank account.  

To maintain a harmonious and healthy cat group, you have to make 

painful decisions again and again (i.e.rehoming beloved cats), and 

you always have to make them with the cats in mind, never for 

yourself and your own well-being.  

Far too quickly, new breeders buy cats, far too quickly, the group 

becomes too big, and very often, a young breeder’s career ends in 

grief. Most of all for the cats, but also for the breeders and their kitten 

buyers.  

The Maine Coon nowadays is a “fashion breed”, with every negative 

aspect that comes with this “achievement”. These cats are truly 

beautiful and can be kept in larger groups pretty easily, as they are 

very social and tolerant. But this lovable character trait is their doom!  

Just because you like Maine Coons, you do not have to breed them. 

And everybody who believes in earning money from cat breeding, is 

much mistaken!  



 

 

Yes, sometimes you have a litter, where some money is left over but 

you should not spend this on some gadgets but put it aside as the 

next drama is lurking just around the corner. 

There is a nice saying from a longtime US breeder: “If you breed long 

enough, you run into everything!” That’s it! Yes, there are breeders 

who have been lucky so far, but they just have these experiences 

ahead of them. If they breed long enough.  

 

Here is a short overview, what happened to me during my breeding 

career: 

HCM, cardiac death with unsettled reason (2 x); FIP; Spondyloses; 

Femur head necrosis (3 x), one of them died after thromboses post 

surgery,; flat chest with a severe kink in the spine; bad hips; giardia; 

emergency C-section; stuck kittens, several stillborn kittens; and if I 

think a bit longer, there will be even more – and I only had EIGHT 

litters in TEN years.  

In these situations, and in retrospect, I really ask myself: “WHY do I 

go through all this trouble again and again? After 8 years of “peace”, 

without any catastrophes, without strange kitten buyers, without 

trouble with other breeders..? 

Good question!! I can only explain this with a „genetic defect“ that we 

breeders need to have, as I cannot find any proper reason. It is a 

passion – a Leidenschaft - this word means in German something 

like: a passion is a love that “creates suffering” as in breeding, there 

is a lot of pain and suffering, again and again.  

So – what is my philosophy now? What have I learned after all these 

years in Maine Coon breeding, what did I find out and what is my 

“goal”?  



 

 

FOR ME PERSONALLY, there is a special, a certain type of Maine 

Coon, which I love and adore, which makes my heart beat faster. And 

FOR ME PERSONALLY, there are lines which I love, admire and which 

I would love to have in my cats and their pedigrees and there are 

others… Which I tried to avoid and where this is not possible 

(anymore), to put them as far back and as few as possible in the 

pedigree. This has nothing to do with the cats out of these lines, 

because they are as beautiful/less beautiful – healthy/sick (apart from 

some specific lines) – friendly/difficult as all others cats. 

But the cats out of these certain lines are not the type of Maine Coon 

anymore, which I fell in love with – and I really don’t mind the more 

extreme type every now and then. But it should always be within the 

standard and should still be balanced.  

The reason why I do not want these lines, is more or mostly because 

of the breeders who are behind these lines. Let’s put it this way: “They 

have a breeding philosophy and a business integrity that is not my 

way!”  

In my former cattery, I only had cats out of well-known US-show 

lines, as they came close to my ideal look. These were and still are 

bred pretty closely, but whether my former problems resulted from this 

fact or whether I was just unlucky – I don’t know and it is not 

important anymore.  

Today, in my second try, I will try to change some things but whether 

this is the better way in the end? We will see…  

It didn’t become easier over these years, definitely not. These (by me) 

so unloved lines can hardly be avoided and even pop up in well-

known US catteries – they believe it is an outcross for them. But 

luckily, there are still some few catteries who have beautiful cats out 

of interesting lines. I was very lucky to get two really beautiful and 

interesting girls for breeding.  

  



 

 

Carol Pedley, who is an US-Maine Coon breeder (and Brianna’s 

breeder) and has been breeding for more than 45 years, has a motto 

which is so true: “Keep the pedigree diverse!”  

We have big plans – for this year two very very interesting matings (if 

everything turns out the way we plan) and we are searching for a new 

stud boy…. Exciting times but we all have to remember:  

 

We make the plans, but the cats and  

Mother Nature decide! 

 


